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Ag Broadcasting / Journalism
A Special Project of the South Dakota FFA Foundation

Important Note:
Please thoroughly read the General Rules at the beginning of this handbook for complete rules and
procedures that are relevant to all South Dakota FFA Career Development Events.

Purpose
The purpose of the Ag Broadcasting / Journalism Career Development Event is to foster an
understanding and to create an interest in the fields of agriculture and broadcast journalism.

Event Rules
e Two participants per chapter may participate in this CDE at the district level. The judges in
each district will designate the three highest participants to compete at the state level.
e It is highly recommended that participants wear FFA Official Dress for this event.

Event Materials
Microphone Recommendations:
e RO@DE NT-USB Mini Versatil io-quali ndenser USB Microphon

e ZealSound Podcast Microphone for PC
e FIFINE USB/XLR Dynamic Microphone

Event Format

Broadcast copy and preparation:

All participants will be given the same material. Participants will be given more material than is
necessary.- The participant may not bring in any outside stories, material or information other
than the required commercial.

Actual radio copy will be used in competition material. The coordinator of the event will provide
news copy from a radio station for district and state CDEs. Suggested items include: “The
Sunriser,” “Ag Watch,” local weather forecast, or expanded weather summary.

The participant may cut, paste, or mark on the copy at his/her will. It is the responsibility of
the participant to provide pens, paper, tape, scissors, etc. to prepare the copy.

Participants will be given 30 minutes to prepare for their broadcast in a designated preparation
room. It is suggested that participants bring a watch or stopwatch to use in the preparation
room. Smartwatches are not permitted.

Content and timing of broadcast:
Students have 10 minutes to record a broadcast alone in a room, using Audacity to record and


https://www.amazon.com/Studio-quality-Microphone-Podcasting-Production-Instrument/dp/B084P1CXFD/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1X0JEDJNLS6SN&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.O5rNaf9FCevcEHwPFMzCvvx7pQsZFiR8AnXKMApaWC-HAuvay88eMKWNXdB86T39lyVhHiUunlAJROfiOSfG0NOVbYDrc5ohumZ6HAda2dytZDkvF75aP_YbPZNffwvKK-erE_0vNzcWxotI3Y650mnpBEnDu3pOeTUtFDmR7pfGnNyTss1KGfpLNoSiBKluvJNkkvvPjzkTIm0EyueBi--hWd9dNcc8_BNdxCF8Twdgb9XF790DaQJ7woTT9OJ-BKSMweqAhyBlv26Gda6GVAzRvuWmo9cl8LCKWOeMb3c.ahOU-QtoFTn451S6wLEosuFgnK-zNhJcJzbzo51-VZc&dib_tag=se&keywords=rode%2Busb%2Bmic&qid=1781538668&sprefix=rode%2Busb%2Bmi%2Caps%2C339&sr=8-1&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/ZealSound-Microphone-Condenser-Microphones-5-Headphone/dp/B0932BCM2T/ref=sr_1_4_sspa?crid=1X0JEDJNLS6SN&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.O5rNaf9FCevcEHwPFMzCvvx7pQsZFiR8AnXKMApaWC-HAuvay88eMKWNXdB86T39lyVhHiUunlAJROfiOSfG0NOVbYDrc5ohumZ6HAda2dytZDkvF75aP_YbPZNffwvKK-erE_0vNzcWxotI3Y650mnpBEnDu3pOeTUtFDmR7pfGnNyTss1KGfpLNoSiBKluvJNkkvvPjzkTIm0EyueBi--hWd9dNcc8_BNdxCF8Twdgb9XF790DaQJ7woTT9OJ-BKSMweqAhyBlv26Gda6GVAzRvuWmo9cl8LCKWOeMb3c.ahOU-QtoFTn451S6wLEosuFgnK-zNhJcJzbzo51-VZc&dib_tag=se&keywords=rode%2Busb%2Bmic&qid=1781538668&sprefix=rode%2Busb%2Bmi%2Caps%2C339&sr=8-4-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/FIFINE-Microphone-Headphones-YouTube-AmpliGame-AM8/dp/B0BMFQP2ZZ/ref=sr_1_8?crid=2L3CFB3ISTBD9&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.RuDs4UrAAb8Bgj4v2zcibKkdF81-YeTSyycWOgAz-uNaOOKNVbWFCe5k1BUAPvHW4lnYAtFuGpxPEqDg_zWG74QN8B6xLaDP2PsxWb-7IeUUhw5XFpL4Pm431qIoOt6te8ZKyNZ9zN6Bo90U1CoIpHO6XrKA5MkK58shyxQyBgSFerVYualkv7ho7EEwuLns44USm274pxCg6pOrNwbxuVgBcfOUwraMD5dbEZsCIySo68pDk1O5BBYO1YWx2utavKywPu4qV66GpNdymg-vutyTznccoEkHGIGg0EVpNto.oODRSU8YfXE-vis9fm2mIjJpKmThkQ8iBwtcfLJUykI&dib_tag=se&keywords=yeti%2Bsnowball&qid=1781539870&sprefix=yeti%2Bsnowbal%2Caps%2C241&sr=8-8&th=1
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time the event. Within those 10 minutes, students can adjust the microphone, record, edit,
and/or rerecord as needed. Pre-recorded sound effects and AI use are not allowed.

The broadcast must be at least four minutes and no more than five minutes in length, including
the commercial. A one-half point per second overtime or under time will be deducted from the
score.

Students will be responsible for monitoring their time during the 10 minutes through the timer
visible at the bottom of the computer screen.

The participant must introduce himself/herself as the farm director or reporter for the radio
station KFFA. If any other call letters or no call letters are used in the presentation to identify the
station, five points will be deducted from the score.

The participant will perform in a room alone. The presentation will be recorded. The member will
have a chance to listen to the presentation after it is uploaded to make sure that there is no issues
with the recording. The judges will then listen to the recording to judge.

Participants must read the market futures and a weather forecast accurately as a part of their
broadcast.

Commercial

A 25- to 30-second commercial will be presented in the course of the broadcast. The commercial
must not advertise any recognized commercial products. Fictitious products or services must be
advertised. Any incidental duplication of existing products or services is up to the discretion of the
judges.

Live sound effects are allowed, but no taped sound effects may be used for the broadcast or
commercial.

No drugs, tobacco, or alcoholic beverages may be advertised.

The commercial can be written or printed on paper prior to the event and taken into the
contest room and used in competition.

One-half point will be deducted from the score for every second the commercial is over 30
seconds or under 25 seconds.

Scoring

Ranking

Participants shall be ranked in humerical order on the basis of the final score to be determined by
each judge without consultation with each other. The judges’ ranking of each participant shall then
be added and the winner will be that participant whose total of the ranking is the lowest.
Subsequent placings shall be determined in the same manner (low point score method of
selection).

Tiebreakers

In case of a tie, the individual who has the highest grand total score shall have prior rating. If
a second tie breaker is needed it will be their combined futures, forecast, and commercial
scores.
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